— 32 - 




T- 


I * 


•v 


l ssassins A t tempt, 
To Flee M iseriesy 
| SpecialhtSays 
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CHICAGO (AP) — Before .picking up a 
: weapon, assassins typically Try- to escape 
from their problems Into what they see 
»s * ulopla, saya a psychoanalyst who 
Has becoma a specialist on political assas- 
*55V<? «:*•£ •*’ • n » »i • 

of the Unl- 

' c ^cago savTmanho men who 

gunned down . Presidents Abraham Lin- 
A. Garfield and William 


McKinley fit this profile, as did Lee Har- 
vey Oswald, the accused assassin of/ 
President Jdhn F. Kennedy. 

Dr. Freedman, who drew up a psycno- 
ogicnl profile of potential assassins for 
.he Secret Service after President Kcnnc- 
ly’s cicath, said that Oswald tried to es- 
cape from art unsatisfactory relationship 
with his mother Into the Marine Corps. 
'Then he escaped from that to Russia,” 
the psychoanalyst said, adding that Os- 
wald sa>w bo lii the Marines and the Soviet 
Union as potential utopias. 

Assassins, he said, are generally "acting 
out private miseries” and differ strikingly 
from other murderers. “Most people who 
kill choose as the victim their wife their 
business partner and so on." he said. 
"The selection of a powerful political fig. 


- ~ TfiE NEW YORK TtMES, SUNDAY NOVEMBER 27, tiff*” 


ure is a very special* kind of solution.” 
It Is "a reasonable hypothesis,” he ssid, 
that the assassin Is acting out in 4 urge 
to kill his father and (hat his victim Is 
a paternal figure Ih his unconscious mind, 
although, ho added, this explanation was 
"greatly oversimplified” In that tome as- 
sassins may also be suffering from a mur- 
derous rage toward their mothers. Dr. 
Freehand, said It < was "Interesting” that 
the Kennedy assassin was willing to- 
shoot while Mrs. Kennedy was In the car. 

He said that most assassins act alone, 
although John Wilkes Booth was an ex- 
ception and plotted with others. ’ 

However, he said, there Is a "contagion 
effect. Those who commit "personal vio- , 
lencc" against a spouse or business part- 
ner very often experience a religious con- 1 
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versiori In prison, Dr. Freedman said, but 
that is not so for assassins and terrorists. 

"They go to their death believing that 
they are doing God’s work, or society’s 
work — their theories become their reli- 
gion,” he said. ”1 believe that is because 
the conversion comes before the killing 
occurs.” 6 


